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Amsterdam and After 


At the Executive Committee meeting held at the Ecumenical Institute 
at Bossey, near Geneva (see E.P.S. No. 6) the General Secretary of the World 
Council, Dr Visser 't Hooft, presented a report from which we quote the follow- 
Les 


Speaking of the repercussions of the Amsterdam Assembly, it is still 
too early, he said, to evaluate the full significance of the Assembly for the 
life of the Churches, "But we can without fear of being contradicted already 
affirm that no other ecumenical meeting has had such an intensive follow up in 
the life of the Church,.. We can say also that the desire underlying the forma- 
tion of a World Council of Churches, namely to make the Churches thcinselves 
aware of their responsibility for and participation in the ecumenical movement, 
has begun to be fulfilled", 


The question which now arises is whether the World Council will be 
able to meet "the very real expectations" which have been created. "Can we, 
through our ordinary, ongoing work and without the help of a spectacular focus 
such as the Assembly, maintain this intensity of concern for the ecumenical 
cause? We will have to look at all our activities from that angle - so that we 
may not slip back into a situation in which ecumenical activity degenerates 
again into esoteric relationships anong a small group of apecnaliged church 
leaders and the grass-roots wither away", 


Discussing the "great misunderstandings" which have arisen as 4 ree 
sult of the amsterdam assembly, Dr Visser 't Hooft said that "it is perhaps a con- 
soLation that the attacks from various sides contradict each other in such a way 
that they practically cancel each other... 


tThus we have been told that amsterdam has shown no interest at all in 
questions of Christian unity, and that Faith and Order have not had a real share 
in it. But we have also been told that the ‘advocates of one wited Church are 
at the helm of the World Council and determined to use it as an instrument for 
promoting ecclesiastical union' and that amsterdam represents a definite victory 
of Faith and Order over Life and Work. 
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"Tt has also been suggested that on political and social matters 
amsterdam has been as vague as a papal encyclical. But large banking firms in 
the United States end Switzerland have found it necessary to circulate to their 
customers a detailed refutation of the 'dangerous socialistic theories' of the 
World Council, 


"Moreover, the assembly has in turn been described as being dominated by 
the americans, the Continentals, by the Orthodox and by the British, 411 this 
shows that an enormous amownt of patient explanation will still be necessary be- 
fore the world at large will fully understand the nature of our unprecedented 
and complex undertaking". 


In the Light of the decisions taken at Amsterdam the Committee en- 
dorsed plans for a Far Hust conference to be sponsored jointly with the Inter- 
nationel Missionary Council in order to bring the Younger Churches of the Far 
East closer together. The conference will probably take place in January, 1950, 
possibly in the Philippines or in Sian, 


The Committees has selected "Church action in International Affairs" 
as one of twc main issues to be studied by the World Council's Central Committee 
meeting in Chichester next summer, the other theme being "What the Churches 
expect from the World Council", 


The Executive Committee confirmed the appointement of a former 
missionary leader whose nane will be announced later as the World Council’ se- 
cretary for evangelism. He wll begin work on July lst. 


As to the question of the place and work of women in the Church, a 
group of 1O persons, mostly women, will meet in July in order to advise the 
Central Comaittee on the proposed creation of a Commission on Women's Work in 
the Church, 


Regional conferences will be held, pcssibly in Britain, the United 
States and one or more places in Europe about 1951 as a means of enlising the 
laity for the witnessing task of the Church in all areas of life, 


The setting up of a new department of ecumenical information was 
postponed until next summer's meeting of the Central Committee, the gpointment of 
Mr, Bernard Causton as a new publicity secretary under the World Council's 
general secretariat with special reference to the secular press was confirmed. 
The Ecumenical Press Service will ccntinue as previously, and a publicity secre- 
tary also will be named fcr the World Council's Department of Reconstruction. 

BeP.oe Goneva 


CZECHOSLOVak la Brethren Church on the Christian Mission 


The Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren (Presbyterian) recently 
celebrated the 30th anniversary of its existence, It came into being in December 
1918 as the Refermed and Lutheran branch of Czech Protestants united on the 
ancient basis of the Czech Brethren Reformation, Several important statements 
were made on this occasion, The following quotation istaken from an address 
delivered by Dr Antonin Bohac, the lay head of this Churchs 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


httos://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin. 1949-02-18 16.7... 
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"The Church refused to claim for itself by any means political power 
to enforce the application cf Christian principles or its own church 
interests in the world., The Church also avoided another extreme; namely, the 
joining or identifying itself with any political party or dominant movement in 
order to try andgain influence in public affairs, 


"The Kingdom of God is a spiritual power, independent of social situa- 
tions, and the Christian Church has to convince the contemporary human society 
of this power in a free way, and independent of all contemporary movements. 
fhe Church cannot and must not identify itself with any kind of power, even if 
this power would promise the greatest assistance in carrying out Christian 
principles in the world. This temptation has very often closely beset the 
Christian Church in its history. The Church very often succumbed to it and 
grasped hold of the means of power. The goal was never thereby attained, but 
on the contrary became sill more remote, 


"The task cf the Church is different, today as at any other time, but 

‘especially in these critical times of national history. The Church has to hold 
up before the people the real ccntent of the Christian message, It has to point 
towards the spiritual basis of all existence, towards the Living God and from 
this standpoint to enhance the very essence cf humanity, to show that this true 
uncorrupted humanity was fulfilled in the life and in the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. It has to carry His message of the Divine Kingdom as the highest norm . 
which culminates in truth, justice, love and mercy, because according to its 
standards everycody will be estimated, both from those in the lowest to those in 
the highest places. It is thus that we intend to grasp and to understand the 
mission of our Church in the present time and in the times to come! EPS.Geneva 


PaLls TINE Church Properties 


In an unofficial summary of developments bearing on Church properties 
in Palestine, the Commission of the Churches for International uaffcirs (C.C.I1.4.) 
called attention to a communication addressed by the Government of Israel to 
various member governments of the United Naticns and to a number of church lead- 
ers. The important paragraph in the communication statess 


"One matter under discussion with certain church authorities concerns 
properties which were formerly requisiticned by the british military forces and 
are now in the occupation of the Israeli Army. It has been made clear that 
these properties will be returned to their rightful owners as scon as the 
military situation makes it possible for them to be derequisitioned, There is 
not, and there never has been, the slightest intention to expropriate church 
properties", 


The Churches whose interests in Palestine are involved will welccme 
the commitment to return church properties, They may be disposed to test the 
integrity of the new Israeli government by the fidelity and promptness with 
which its pledge is honored. 


The C.C.lea. Summary also quoted the following pertinent paragraphs 
in the United Naticns Palestine Conciliaticn Plan, which was adopted by the 
General assembly at Paris; 
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The General Assembly... 


"7, Resolves that holy places, including Nazareth, religious build- 
ings and sites in Palestine should be protected and free access to them assured; 
that arrangements to this end should be under effective United Nations super- 
vision; that the United Nations Conciliation Commission, in presenting to the 
fourth regular session of the General Assembly its detailed proposal for a per- 
manent international. regime for the territory of Jerusalem, should include re- 
commendations concerning holy places in that territory; that with regard to 
holy places in the rest of Palestine, the Commission should call upon political 
authorities of the areas concerned to give appropriate formal guarantees that 
these undertakings should be presented to the General Assembly for approval, 


"8, Resolves that in view of its association with three world religions, 
the Jerusalem area, including the present municipality of Jerusalem, plus sur- 
rounding villagea and towns, most eastern of which shall be Abu Dis, most south- 
ern bethlehem, most western Ein Karim (including also the built-up area of 
Metsa) and most northern, Shufat, should be accorded special and separate treat- 
ment from the rest of Palestine and should be placed under effective United 
Nations control. 


"12. Authorises the Conciliation Commission to appoint such subsidiary 
bodies and to employ such technical experts acting under its authority as it may 
find necessary for effective discharge of its functions and responsibilities 


under the present resolution,!! E.P.o. Geneva 
CHINA Christian Service in Industrial Relations 


A series of seminaricsfor labour leaders and others concerned with 
industrial relations have been held in Shanghai under the auspices of the Nation- 
al Christian Council of China. 


According to Dr Henry D. Jones, secretary of the National Christian 
Council's committee on Christian Service in Industrial Relations, the seminars 
marked the first effort of a Uhristian educational institution in China to give 
labour and management an oppertunity to talk over their problems under expert 
guidance. 


Organised labour in China, Dr Jones said, presents "a tremendous 
challenge and opportunity to the Christian Church", There are now 5 million 
workers in China's labour unions, representing "a fertile field for the Church", 

BeRS. Geneva 


FRANCE Lenten Sermons 


Pastor Marc Boegner will this year deliver his nineteenth series of 
Lenten sermons in the church of Passy, Paris. They will be retransmitted by 
the French wireless. 


Their theme will be "At the Heart of Christian Reality". They are to 
begin on Fridaym Narch 4, at 6.10 pem., and will be continued each Friday until 
April 8. The Good Friday service will be broadcast at the same time. 

#P.S.Geneva 
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AUSTRIA General Synod of the Evangelical Church 


The General Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburgian and 
Helvetic Confession in Austria, ise. the joint Synod of both the Lutheran ana 
the Reformed Churches, met in Vienna from January 18 to 27, and was attended in 
all by, some 50 pastors and laymen, In addition to discussing the more distant 
future of Austrian Protestantism, the Synod gave particular attention to de- 
liberations and decisions regarding the new ecclesiastical constitution. 


By way of introduction, reports were presented on the general life 
of the Church, youth and relief work, refugee welfare and the Church's projects 
and achievements over the past year, These reports and the lively coments 
which followed clearly indicated the limitations of supra-parochial church work, 


Accordingly, the articles of the new constitution, which were brought 
up for consideration in plenary session, contain the following provisions 


"The increased degree of independence and responsibility which is 
being accorded to members of the two Evangelical confessions for the formation 
of their church life (not, however, financially speaking) shall not prejudice, 
but rather encourage and fructify the cooperation and harmony of Austrian Pro- 
testants, which is being maintained under such difficult circumstances and such 
continual trials", 


When this constitution, which was adopted unanimously, has been drawn 
up in its final form, it will take effect from the time of its publication in 


the official organ of the Church. H.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY The Confessional Problem Today 


The Moderamen (Council of Moderators) of the Reformed Federation for 
Germany at its meeting in Detmold from February 2-4 passed a resolution on "the 
Confessional Problem Today", 


In this declaration it is stated that the Bethel meeting of the 
Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) - see E.P.S. No. 3) showed 
plainly that "the EKD is more and more being dominated by one particular con- 
fessional outlook", 


The temptation to set over against the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in Germany (VELKD), which was constituted in January in Leipzig (see 
E.P.S. No. 6), ''a corresponding Reformed church organisation" is combated by 
the Moderamen with "the conviction that such a solution promises no good", 


The Church is not to be built up on a foundation of inherited con- 
fessions, It is not based on historical resolutions taken by men, of however 
tremendous a value, The confession demonstrates, with the words of the Fathers, 
how the Scriptures are to be understood, and how far the confession is really 
to be accepted at the present day depends on how far it accords with the Script- 
ures. Only the Scriptures can occasion a change in the confessional position 
of the Church. 
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Karly Bulgarian sources, listed the names of three church leaders, 
Dr J. Hutchison Cockburn, Bishop Paul Garber and the Rev. Robert Tobias, along 
with 10 others as "foreign visitors to Bulgaria since 1945", Subsequently, 
news agencies reported that these names were listed in the indictment. An 
official communiqué received by #.P.S. from the Bulgarian legation in Berne 
does not mention the names at all, 


The Very Rev. Dr J. Hutchison Cockburn, former Director of the De- 
partment of Reconstruction and Inter Church Aid of the World Council of Churches, 
visited Bulgaria in October 1947, the Rev. Tobias in September 1946, and Bishop 
Garber, Methodist Bishop for the Geneva area, in November 1947. 


An official of the Reconstruction Department pointed out that Dr 
Cockburn and Mr, Tobias went to Bulgaria solely to assist the Evangelical and 
Orthodox Churches of Bulgaria in relief and reconstruction work following the 
devastation of war, He pointed out that all conversations with church and 
Governmental leaders were perfectly open and above board, and that Minister 
Tlieff, on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (and Cults) and on behalf 
of the Bulgarian Government expressed appreciation for the interest of Christ- 
dans and Churches of other countries in Bulgaria, and offered the cooperation 
of thc Government in receiving foods, clothing, shoes, blankets, beds, medicines 
and aid to the Churches in forms of candles, books, Bibles, paper and funds for 
rebuilding. All transmissions cf these gifts have been through regular Govern- 
mental, banking and shipping channels. any eid sent through the Department of 
Reconstruction has been turned over to the Churches with "no strings attached" 
for free use of the Churches in their relief and reconstruction work, "It is 
unthinkable that this work of mercy could be misinterpreted as in any way re- 
lated to anything but the needs and welfare of the Bulgarian people". 


Following closely on the release of an 18 page indictment of the 15 
leading pastors, Minister Ilieff has announced that negotiations are under way 
with "loyal Protestant ministers to establish a new loyal council for the 
union of Evangelical Churches,' Mrs. Ziapkoff, wife of the leading pastor in 
prison and former secretary of the Union, is named as"one of the actives ones 
in the formation of the new council,' 


Trial of the pastors is to begin at the end of this month. 


i ee S.Geneva 
PUERTO RICO Fiftieth anniversary of Protestant Mission Work 


Some 200 church officials representing seven major denominations 
from the United States will take part in a three-day celebration commemorating 
the fiftieth anniversary of Protestant mission work in Puerto Rico. 


The celebration will be held in San Juan, March 11 to 13. Several 
mass mectings featuring missionary leaders from the United States and Puerto 
Rico, climaxed by 2 public parade through San Juan, will be included in the 
anniversary programme, liwP.S,Geneva 
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GERMANY The German Evangelical Churches and the World 
Council of Churches 


The Evangelical Press Service, published at Bethel, Bielefeld, gives 
an account in its issue of February 9 of an interview with Oberlandeskirchenrat 
Brunotte, at the conclusion of the meeting held in Leipzig by the General Synod 
of the United Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Germany (VELKD) - see E.P.S. No. 
6, Dr Brunotte explained the Significance of this meeting, and answered several 
questions, of which the following have a special bearing on the World Cowcil 
of Churches, 


Questions When the Synod of the Evangelical Church’in Germany (EKD) 
met at Bethel, one important matter discussed was that of relations with the 
World Council of Churches and the form these were to take, The General Synod 
of the VELKD in Leipzig, as we know, passed a resolution concerning this problem. 
Can you tell us anything about this? 


Answers As a matter of fact, that is rather a difficult subject. 
If we are to understand it properly, it must be borne in mind that the EKD is 
not, despite the maintenance of ecclesiastical fellowship among its member 
churches, a single Church, but a federation of Churches confessionally quite 
distinct from one another, whose largest group, the German Lutherans, must, of 
course, carry out their cooperation with the World Council in accordance with 
very definite conditions by reason of their confession. As the World Council's 
constitution only admits genuine Churches to membership, and the EKD is not in 
this sense of the word a Church, only its individual member Churches can, strict- 
ly, be taken to be members of the World Council. On this issue the General 
Synod of Leipzig, on behalf of the Lutheran branch of the EKD, stood quite firm. 
The individual member Churches regard themselves as belonging, within the World 
Council, to the Lutheran branch, and value, therefore, the designation of their 
delegates to ecumenical gatherings as "Lutheran", None the less, the German 
Lutherans organised in the VELKD are not taking up 4 position outside the EKD 
in their ecumenical work as far as the World Council of Churches is concerned, 
The General Synod in Leipzig has worked out a reasonable solution by which, al- 
though specifically Lutheran interests are fully taken care of, centralised re- 
presentation of all Evangelical Christians in Germany on the World Council is 
guaranteed, Article 3 of the Lelpzig resolution states that the individual 
member Churches of the VELKD shall authorise the Council of the FKD (in practice 
the Church Office for Foreign Affairs) to arrange for their representation on 
the World Council, under the powers delegated to it by its constitution, & cen- 
tralised overall representation of the EKD on the World Council is thus possible 
in spite of the federal character of the EKD. In view of the carcfully balanced 
composition of the Council of EKD, it should not be difficult to give considera- 
tion right away to this question of confessional bases. 


Q: In this way perhaps certain tensions which manifested themselves 
at Bethel might be eliminated? 


Ay That may confidently be expected. The VELKD has a very positive 
relationship to the EKD, as was, indeed, demonstrated once again in Leipzig. 
It is further emphasised by the readiness of the General Synod to set up the 
"Lutheran Church Office!!, its highest administrative body, in the same place as 
the Charicellery of the EKD is to be estabiished. EP.S.Geneva 
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